Date:

Dear Senator ______________________________,
Dear Congressman/woman __________________,

My name is ______________________ and I live in your State/District at____________________________________________________________________. 
On March 12, 2009, Congressman Kenny Marchant (R-Tx) introduced H.R. 1441, The Ryan Dant Healthcare Opportunity Act of 2009. The Bill is named for a constituent in Congressman Marchant’s district that has an annual drug cost of close to $500,000.00. There are only a handful of these rare diseases for which drug costs are this high and all are Orphan Diseases that when combined, have less than 5,000 patients in the United States.

H.R. 1441 is designed to allow States to permit certain Medicaid eligible individuals, like Ryan, who have extremely high annual lifelong orphan drug costs to continue on Medicaid notwithstanding increased income.  The legislation would apply only to individuals who pay more than $200,000.00 in a 12-month period in prescription drug costs and have exhausted at least $1,000,000.00 in private insurance coverage.  Ryan, and others like him in our state and across the country, wants to be a productive member of their community by working and paying taxes. This legislation will allow them to hold meaningful employment, pay taxes and still qualify for help with their staggering prescription drug costs.

I support this important legislation and sincerely hope that you will as well.
With Warmest Regards,

____________________________
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